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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape recorded
interviews conducted for the Oral History of Iran Program of
Foundation for Iranian Studies by Seyyed Vali Reza Nasr with Parviz
Yar-Afshar in Washington, D.C. in July 18 and 25, 1988; and January
16, 1989.

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is
a transcript of the spoken word, and the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that
is inherent in such historical sources. Foundation for Iranian
Studies is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir,
nor for the views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from cited only by serious
research scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation
for Iranian Studies; and further, this memoir must be read in such
place as is made availlable for purposes of research by Foundation
for Iranian Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in whole
or in part may be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any
other device.
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Parviz Yar-Afshar was born in 1906 in Tehran where he com-
pleted his elementary and hish school education. After attending
the American college 4in Tehran,he enrolled in the nascent Iranian
navy. Following a short training stint in Italy, he returned to
Iran and began his government career, in 1940, as an employee of
the then ministry of arts and crafts, Mr. Yar-Afshar was later
appointed special bureau chief to the commander of the Iranian
police force, General Fazlollah Zahedi. In the 1950's, he served
in the Majles as a Qazvin deputy and and was lated appointed by
Mohammad Reza Shah to serve in the Senate where he remained until
the eve of the 1979 revolution:

Mr, Yar~Afshar's long friendship and close political asso-
ciation with General Zahedi provide a unique perspective for
his analysis of the events and personalities connedted with the
rise and fall of Mohammad Mosaddeq. Furthermore, his long expe-
rience as a Majles deputy and later a Senator, give him an insight
into the complexities of the Iranian political scene, particular-
ly in the two decades prior to the revolution, that should be of
some interest to the student of Iran's comtemporary politics.
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